
CARL T.C. GUTIERREZ 
GOVERNOR OF GUAM 

OCT 16  1998 
The Honorable Antonio R. Unpingco / OfFlCt OF THE LEGISMIIF SECRETARY 

Speaker 
Mina'Bente Ku&ttro na Liheslaturan Guihan 
Twenty-Fourth Guam Legislature 
Guam Legislature Temporary Building 
155 Hesler Street 
Hagitfia, Guam 96910 -- 

Dear Speaker Unpingco: 

Enclosed please find Substitute Bill No. 597 (COR), "AN ACT TO AMEND 
§8134(a)(4) OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 8 OF TITLE 4 OF THE GUAM CODE 
ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO SURVIVOR ANNUITIES", which I have signed 
into law today as Public Law No. 24-281. 

This legislation extends the survivor annuity or allowance for a minor child 
of a deceased retiree up to the age of 24 years, provided that the child is a 
full-time undergraduate student at an accredited educational institution. 
Currently, the law requires a surviving minor child to graduate by the age of 
22 years. 

This provides a safety net for those children of deceased retirees who, upon 
occasion, must work or otherwise interrupt their education after the death of 
their parent, but are striving to complete their education. This provision is 
optional and dependent upon the full-time attendance of the child. 

Very truly yours, 

I Maga'lahen Guihan 
Governor of Guam 

Attachment: copy attached for signed bill 

! , .: >- .'I33 original attached for vetoed bill 

cc: The Honorable Joanne M. S .  Brown 
Legislative Secretary 

Ricardo 1. Bordallo Governor's Complex Post Olf~ce Box 2950, Agana. Guam 96' 32 (671)472-8931 Fax (b711477-GUAM 



MINA'BENTE KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
1998 (SECOND) Regular Session 

CERTIFICATION OF PASSAGE OF AN ACT TO I MAGA'LAHEN GUAHAN 

This is to certify that Substitute Bill No. 597 (COR), "AN ACT TO AMEND §8134(a)(4) 
OF ARTICLE I ,  CHAPTER 8 OF TITLE 4 OF THE GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, 
RELATIVE TO SURVIVOR ANNUITIES," w 19981 duly and 
regularly passed. 

Senator and Legislative Secretary 

This Act was received by 1 Magarlahen Guahan this 6q day of (?~hhb ,1998, 

at q.,SD o'clock 

&A;,@- 
Assistant Staff Officer 

Maga'lahi's Office 
APPROVED: 

I Maga'lahen Guahan 

Date: /OH/& f6/ 
Public Law No. 2~ d >k'/ 



MINA' BENTE KU~TTRO NA LIHESLATURAN G- 
T W E N T Y . F O U R T H  G U A M  L E G I S L A T U R E  

155 Hesler Stree1,Agana. Guam 96910 

October 6,1998 

Honorable Carl T.C. Gutierrez 
I Maga 'lahen Guahan 
Office of I Maga'lahi 
HagBtfia, Guam 96910 

RECE L L~ 

Dear Maga'lahi Gutierrez: 

Transmitted herewith are Substitute Bill Nos. 182 (COR), 535 (COR), 597 
(COR), 601 (COR), 637 (COR), 672 (COR) and Bill Nos. 447 (COR), 474 (COR), 
565 (LS), and 644 (COR) which were passed by I MINA'BENTE KUATTRO NA 
LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN on October 2,1998. 

Sincerely, 

am- JOANNE M.S. BRO 

Legislative Secretary 

Enclosure: (10) 

Exeiul!ue D>recror 472 3409 Fax 477 1715.  C h ~ r l  Fiscal OIllcer 472 3491 .Personnel Section 472 3520 Protocol Offlce472 3499 Archlies Secrlon 472 3539.  Legal Coonsel 472 3482 



BENTE KUATTRO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN 
1998 (SECOND) Regular Session ,, 

1 /. /;/% Date: . I d :  c, : 

VOTING SHEET 

f C 5 Bill No. 17 
Resolution No. 
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FORBES, Mark 

KASPERBAUER, Lawrence F. 

LAMORENA, Alberto C., V 

LEON GUERRERO, Carlotta A. 

LEON GUERRERO, Lou 

PANGELINAN, Vicente C. 

SALAS, John C. 

SANTOS, Angel L.G. 

SANTOS, Francis E. 

UNPINGCO, Antonio R. 

WON PAT, Judith T. 
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July 23, 1998 

The Honorable 
Antonio R Unpingco 
Speaker, Mina'Bente Kuattro Na Liheslaturan Guahan 
Higatfia. Guam 

via: Committee on Rules 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

The Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs & General Government Services, to which was 
referred Bill No. 597, "An act to amend Section 8134(a)(4), Articlc 1, Chapter 8, Title 4 of the 
Guam Code Annotated, relative to survivor annuities," does hereby report back with the 
recommendation TO DO PASS as Substituted. 

Votes of committee members are as follows 

1SL To pass 
Not to pass 
To place in inactive file 
Abstained 

& Not availableiOff island 

FELIX P. CAMACHO 
Chairman 

Attachments 



SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. Y7, VOTING SHEET 
"An act to amend Section 8134(a)(4), Article 1, Chapter 8, Title 4 of the Guam Code Annotated, 
relative to survivor annuities." 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS TO PASS NOT TO PASS 
17 

TO PLACE IN 
ABSTAIN INACTIVE FILE 

~ e n a f f ~ e l i x  P. Camacho 

I - .  - , 
Sen. Lawrence E Kasperbauer 

Sen. Mark C. Charfauros 

. Edwardo J. CN~, MD 

r 
>en. sarlofta A. Leon Guerrero 

K (,[w= 
Sen. Alherto A.C. Lamorena V 

Sen. Angel L.G. Santos 

Sen. Francis E. Santos 

Sen. Antonio R. Unpingco (ex-officio member) 

Sen. Judith Won-Pat Borja 



COMMITTEE O N  POWER, FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES 

Mina'Bente Kuattro Na Liheslaturan Guahan 
155 Hesler Street, Hagatna, Guam 96910 

Committee Report on 
Substitute Bill No. 597 

"An act to amend Section 8134(a)(4), Article 1, Chapter 8, 
Title 4 of the Guam Code Annotated, relative to survivor 
annuities." 



COMMITTEE REPORT 
POWER, FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES 

SUBSTITUTE BILL NO. 597 

"An act to amend Section 8134(a)(4), Article 1, Chapter 
8, Title 4 of the Guam Code Annotated, relative to 
survivor annuities." 

PUBLIC HEARING 
9:00 a.m., Monday, July 13, 1998 
Public Hearing Room, I Liheslaturan Guahan 

SENATORS PRESENT 
Felix P. Camacho Chairman 
E. J. Cruz Member 
V.C. Pangelinan Member 
F. B. Aguon, Jr. Member 
Francisco P. Camacho Member 

m S E N T  TO TESTIFY 
John A Rios Director, Retirement Fund 

BACKGROUND 
Introduced by Senator Frank B. Aguon, Jr. 

Referred to the Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs and General Government Services on April 9, 
1998 

Heard by the Committee on Monday, July 13, 1998 

Fiscal Note received on June 1, 1998 

TESTIMONY AND DISCUSSION 
Mr. John A. Rios, Retirement Fund: Submitted and read written testimony in favor of Bill 597 
The Retirement Fund supports extending the current age qualification for survivor benefit payments 
to minor children pursuing post secondary degrees. However, the following changes were 
recommended: (1) maintain the requirement that the student pursue his undergraduate degree on a 
full time basis; (2) do not extend the qualification to graduate, masters, doctorate, andlor other 



advanced degrees, and (3) amend the proper Section, which is Section 4 of paragraph (a), and not 
Section 2 of paragraph (a). (See attached testimony). 

Sen. F.B. Aguon, Jr: There have been a couple of cases where a surviving child had been working 
on a full time basis while trying to attend college full time, making it "stressful" for the individual to 
obtain a degree between the ages of 18 and 22. Purpose of Bill 597 is simply to allow a surviving 
child of a retiree to receive survivor benefit payments while attending college until helshe is 24 years 
old. 

Understands Retirement Fund's concerns on extending the qualification to graduate or post graduate 
educational opportunities. Agrees. 

Rios: There is no opposition from the Retirement Fund nor from its Board of Trustees on this bill. 

Pointed out that Bill No. 597, as introduced, would only apply to those minor children who have a 
surviving parent, and not to those minor children without a surviving parent. Bill 597 incorrectly 
amends Section 8134(a)(2), and not Section 8134(a)(4). Suggestion is to amend the proper section. 

Sen. Felix P. Carnacho: Conclusion 

FINDINGS 
The Committee finds that, in the interest of making post secondary education more accessible to 
surviving children of GovGuam retirees, there is a need to extend the current age limit for said 
children who are receiving survivor benefit payments while pursuing a post secondary education to 
the age of twenty four (24), provided that they are attending college on a full time basis and are not 
obtaining advanced degrees. 

RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee on Power, Foreign Mairs  and General Government Services wishes to report out 
Bill No.597 As Substituted by the Committee TO DO PASS. 



24th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Rnies, G o m e n r  

Reform and Federal A f b h  
Senator Mark Fwbes,  Cbainna~t 

APR 0 9 1998 
MEMORANDUM 1 
TO: Chairman / 

Committee o b o w e r ,  Foreign Affairs and General Government 
Services 

FROM: Chair 
Rules, Government Reform and Federal Affairs ' 

SUBJECT: Referral - Bill No. 597 

The above Bill is referred to your Committee as the principal committee. It is 
recommended you schedule a public hearing at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

MARK FORBES 

Attachment 



FONDON RITIRAO GUBETNAMENTON GUAHAN 
Government of Guam Retirement Fund 

424 ROUTE 8 
MAITE, GUAM 96927 

Telephone Nos. (6711 475-8900/8901 
Facsimile No. (671) 475-8922 

July 13, 1998 

The Honorable Felix P. Camacho 
Chairman, Committee on Power, Foreign Affairs 

And General Government Services 
Twenty-Fourth Guam Legislature 
155 Hesler Street 
Agana, Guam 96932 

Re: Bill No. 597 

Dear Senator Camacho and members of the Committee: 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on Bill 597. This Bill extends the cutrent age 
qualification for survivor benefit payments to minor children pursuing post secondary degrees. 

Our current statute provides an allowance paid to a minor child or children up to the age of 18 
years, or 22 years under the condition that they are full-time students in an accredited college or 
university. Bill 597 will extend thc age qualification to 24 years of age. 

The Retirement Fund is in full support of Bill 597 provided: 

a) the requirement that the student pursuit his undergraduate studies on a full-time 
basis remains; and 

b) the qualification docs not extend to graduate, masters, doctorate, andlor other 
advanced degrees; and 

c )  the amendment of the Act be made to Section 4 of Paragraph (a), and not Section 
2 of Paragraph (a). 

Thank you again for giving me the opportunity to appear before you. 

Sincerely, 

"We w~l l  Sh~ne in '99" XI South Paeltic Garna5 



RISCAL NOTE BBMR-F7 
BUREAU OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH 

Bill Number: 597CCOR) Date Rcccivcd: 05/11/38 
Amendatory Bill: Yes Date Reviewd OS/?,R19R 
Depnrtmedt/hgancy Mected;  Guam Retmrncnt find 
D q x i r l ~ ~ t s s U A g e y  Hmd: lulul hub. Dir- 
Tulal FY Apprupriutiuo tu Date: d 23,743,000 

Rill Title (prcamhla)? 
An ad ~~Iiltivc to promohg continuocls ccfucational training for our idand':, Covemerit of Cuam retirement 
Sur'viwn fhn~ugh We dension of the c w ~ n t  a s  yawication when attaining post semiidary cleyrws Uuuuyh 
amendugparagraph (9 of subsection 81 34 ofchapter 8, title 4, Guam Code Annorared. 

Change In Lnw: Yes. 
Bill's Impact on Preseat Program Funding: 

Incrcasc x Uccrcasc Reallocation No Changc X 

Bii is lor: 
Operations -Capital Improvement Other -. 

rnANCIALIPR0GRAM IMTACT 

FUNDS ADEQUATE TO COVER INTENT OF THE BILL? -- IF NO, ADD'L AMOUNT REQUIRED $ 
AGENCYPERSONIDATE CONTACTED: 

't" 
ANALYST 0.3 @ = ~ c * ~ ~ ~ D A T E  9- DIRECTOR JQN u ' "98 
Chn'stine D.F. Qirichochu 
~ 0 0 1 ' N W K :  The proposed l@Idtion exends the receipt ofann age r ~ n r y - l o ~ r  (24) 



on the mnfiitinn that i h ~  child ir a frill .... :e h d e n t  at an acdjteddpost-sacondaq ~o~amhg cyiiLbli31uncnt. The 
propared legislation will have an impact on Vlc rctircrncnt fund requirement however such inipacf is. 
undctcnnioablc at this time. Pleease be apprised ofthe foUowi~ly.' 

Gc~leral Fund ApprOpnaUO~l Stam 

FY 1998Adopted Revenues 353,282,780 11 
lw: Appmpriations to date 386.353.359 21 

Revenuer; avalable for appropriation 

1 I General Fund revenues adopted ki P. L. 24-59 whch includes, 7.6 Autonoinol~~ Agency Fund 
7 0 Use Tax 
&.2 tZ11sfnm.v R lmmigrafinn Refmh 

du?J 
It shuuid be noted that the sciual coUcdion oflhc $1 7.8 in alternative revenues Ls not W y  to be realized 
hhrch, the budgetary shorifd may be ino~dsed by the $1 7.8 IIIIXUIL 

2/ Covers appropriations up t0II.L. 241 ?Y lncluxve of confinumg apprvpnations for debt service. 


